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may apply the wisdom of experience in devising im- 
proved methods. 

I shall not attempt to review the conference of 1907. 
Because all that was hoped for was not attained in prac- 
tice ; because all stipulations then agreed upon have not 
been found to be effective, its results should not be de- 
preciated. It was a decisively forward step. The spirit 
of co-operation which it fostered is still dominant, des- 
pite all difficulties. The goal is still the same, and you 
are here today, more deeply conscious than ever of op- 
portunity and of the advantage of mutually helpful rela- 
tions, to give new form and substance to a united effort 
for Central American progress. 

In August last a meeting of great promise and im- 
portance was held by the presidents of Nicaragua, Sal- 
vador, and Honduras on board the U. S. S. Tacoma in 
order to concert measures looking to the establishment 
of more peaceful relations in Central America. The 
Government of the United States was deeply gratified 
at the action of those countries in acknowledging the 
validity of the general treaty of peace and friendship 
signed at Washington on December 20, 1907, and in the 
subsequent action of the governments of Costa Eica and 
Guatemala in definitely declaring that this treaty, so 
far as they are concerned, is still in force. Believing 
that a great advance had been made toward peace and 
stability, and that the friendly relations and the pros- 
perity of their peoples could still further be assured by 
a frank exchange of views and recommendations, the 
Government of the United States invited the govern- 
ments of the Central American republics to send their 
plenipotentiaries to Washington for this conference. In 
this invitation it was proposed that the following sub- 
jects should be discussed : 

"1. The negotiation of a treaty or treaties to make effect- 
ive those provisions of the treaties signed at Washington on 
December 20, 1907, which experience has shown to be effect- 
ive in maintaining friendly relations and co-operation 
among the Central American States. 

"2. Measures whereby, in view of the achievements ac- 
complished with regard to the limitation of armaments by 
the powers participating in the Conference at Washington 
in 1921, the Central American States may carry on this en- 
deavor and set an example to the world, and above all to 
the powers of this hemisphere, by adopting effective meas- 
ures for the limitation of armaments in Central America. 

"3. The working out of a plan for setting up tribunals of 
inquiry whenever any disputes or questions regarding the 
proposed treaty or treaties which cannot be settled by dip- 
lomatic means shall unfortunately arise between any two 
or more of the countries. 

"4. Any other questions which the countries represented 
at the conference unanimously desire to consider." 

The subjects to which attention has thus been directed 
are now before you. 

With your permission, I desire to emphasize the fact 
that, as the separate treaty establishing the Central 
American Court of Justice was terminated in 1917, it 
is most important that adequate provision now be made 
for appropriate arbitral disposition of controversies, and 
that suitable methods be devised for carrying out the 



fundamental purpose of existing treaties in securing a 
basis for a lasting and just accord. 

It is also earnestly hoped that means may be found at 
least to curtail, and if possible to end, unnecessary and 
unproductive outlays, as there can be no stability or 
progress in the absence of a sound economic basis. 

You are blessed with the riches of natural resources; 
you command the conditions of orderly development and 
widespread contentment; you have the opportunity of 
fostering mutual relations which will promote the se- 
curity of each of your republics without depriving it of 
any of its natural advantages ; you have the good-will 
and friendship of all powers. It is our earnest hope that 
this conference may register your high and effective re- 
solve to put an end to, strife which impoverishes, and to 
bring to naught all attempts to foment mutual distrust ; 
and thus that it may afford that sense of national se- 
curity and repose and of true fellowship between peoples 
by which you may each realize to the fullest extent the 
blessings of your national heritage. 

In all that you may endeavor to this end you have the 
assurance of the interest and co-operation of the Gov- 
ernment of the United States. 

GUATEMALA 

Remarks of Senor Don Francisco Sanchez 

Latour, Minister of Guatemala, Chief 

of the Guatemalan Delegation 

The purpose of this conference is manifestly of such 
a benevolent character, inspired by the noblest ideals, 
that the people and Government of Guatemala most cor- 
dially welcome the opportunity thus afforded the repub- 
lics of the Isthmus for an exchange of views and a com- 
parison of opinions in matters of common importance, 
to the end that their relations each with the other may 
be harmonized in the interest of all. 

The good capable of being derived from such confer- 
ences was demonstrated in 1907, when delegates of the 
five republics met in the serene atmosphere of Washing- 
ton and, after due deliberation, agreed upon a series of 
genuinely practical conventions, the loyal observance of 
which by the signatories contributed more than any- 
thing else to continued friendly relations between them. 

The peace and tranquillity of Central America, the 
primal object of this conference, is an ambition which 
we all cherish in our hearts, an ambition which can be 
easily fulfilled if we all come stirred by the spirit in 
which we were invited. Peace is the greatest boon that 
man can enjoy and one of the most necessary to him, 
specially in our countries, where every one must devote 
all his energies to the development and promotion of 
those inexhaustible resources with which Nature so 
kindly has endowed us. The use of force is odious and 
should only be appealed to in self-defense or for the pro- 
tection of those sacred rights inherited from our fore- 
fathers, freedom of the peoples and sovereignty and in- 
dependence of the States. Once peace is assured and the 
sentiments of a true and brotherly friendship are estab- 
lished, the use of force becomes unnecessary, and that is 
something which we all covet. That international diffi- 
culties can be adjusted through conferences such as this 
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was proved only lately, when a controversy that had 
lasted for nearly half a century was settled in a friendly 
way; on that occasion it was also the American Govern- 
ment which invited the countries concerned, through its 
worthy Secretary of State, the eminent lawyer and 
statesman, Charles Evans Hughes. 

Therefore the Government of Guatemala enters this 
conference with a keen desire to promote neighborly 
good feeling, pledging itself to co-operate to the utmost 
of it? ability in pursuit of the results sought to be at- 
tained. 

I feel that it is most appropriate, also, to add my gov- 
ernment's high appreciation of the courtesy and disin- 
terested thoughtfulness of the Government of the United 
States of America, due to whose courteous invitation we 
are assembled here today. I desire to avail myself of 
the opportunity to express to the very distinguished 
members of the Governing Board of the Pan American 
Union and its most capable Director General our most 
sincere gratitude for having placed at the disposal of the 
conference the palace of that important institution in 
which to hold our deliberations. 

EL SALVADOR 

Remarks of Senor Dr. Don Francisco Mar- 
tinez Suarez, Chief of the Sal- 
vadoran Delegation 

Your Excellency the Secretary of State, Your Excel- 
lencies the Delegates : 

The Government of El Salvador, as also those of the 
other Central American States, has eagerly welcomed 
the cordial invitation issued by the Government of the 
United States to send delegates to participate at a con- 
ference, the object of which shall be to establish methods 
whereby -stipulations contained in former Central Amer- 
ican treaties and agreements may be rendered effective ; 
other reforms deemed necessary may be added, binding 
the nations of Central America in the form which their 
actual necessity demands and developing every effort 
which would make closer such a bond in the future. 

There has existed a General Treaty of Peace and 
Amity, signed December W, 1907; furthermore, a Cen- 
tral American Court of Justice, created in accordance 
with Article 1 of said treaty, the object of which was to 
solve all problems which may come up for adjustment 
between the nations of Central America. 

It is the practice of all civilized countries to submit 
many of their controversies to arbitration, but they 
usually exclude such questions which, in their opinion, 
affect the dignity or sovereignty of one or the other of 
the parties concerned. The Central American Court of 
Justice, believing itself an arbitral tribunal, and going 
perhaps beyond its fixed limits, was established with the 
object of solving all international questions affecting 
each and every one of the republics constituting Central 
America, without any exception. 

The special convention which enumerated the bases 
of organization of the Central American Court of Jus- 
tice was rejected as such, and differences of opinion nat- 
urally arose as to whether the General Treaty of Peace 



and Amity was in force. This treaty in its first article 
practically established the court and constituted it an 
arbiter in all international questions, of whatever na- 
ture, affecting Central America. 

Eecently the governments of Central America, con- 
vinced of the necessity of preserving a judicious method 
for regulating their general relations, have been content 
to sink their differences of opinion, and in one form or 
another certain governments have made plain that their 
position was that the treaty of 1907 was in force and 
other governments indicated that it should be considered 
in force henceforth. Thus, the only remaining problem 
of importance was how to give it force in the most ef- 
fective form, and furthermore to accede to the other 
measures which the necessities and aspirations of the 
Central American countries demand at this historic mo- 
ment. Thus, the invitation of the Government of the 
United States was highly opportune, and I take great 
pleasure in stating that this friendly act has aroused 
sincere gratitude on the part of the Government of El 
Salvador. The appointment of His Excellency the Sec- 
retary of State and of the Honorable Mr. Welles, ex- 
Chief of the Latin American Division of the Depart- 
ment of State, as delegates of the United States demon- 
strates that the co-operation of this government will 
serve to assure the undoubted success of this conference 
and will thereby receive our most sincere gratitude. 

In expressing my hearty thanks for the friendly wel- 
come that has been extended to the delegation of El 
Salvador by the Government of the United States, I 
likewise desire to extend my gratitude to the Honorable 
Governing Board of the Pan American Union, as well 
as to the Director General of this Institution, for his 
courtesy in offering us the use of this building during 
the forthcoming sessions and also for his co-operation in 
the inauguration of the conference. In conclusion, I 
desire most cordially to welcome the delegates of the 
United States Government to our sessions and to extend 
the greetings of the delegation of El Salvador to the 
members of the other Central American delegations. 

HONDURAS 

Remarks of Senor Dr. Don Alberto Uoles, 
Chief of the Honduran Delegation 

His Excellency the Secretary of State, Distinguished 
Delegates, Gentlemen: 

The Delegation of Honduras to the Central American 
Conference, which assembly His Excellency the Secre- 
tary of State of the United States of America, with the 
unanimous approval of the governments of the five re- 
publics of Central America, has just inaugurated as 
Honorary President, desires to express the cordial 
thanks of its delegates as a whole for the courteous 
greeting of welcome which that distinguished gentleman 
has just addressed to the assembled delegates. The lat- 
ter are today met in this city of Washington, in the 
palace of the Pan American Union, at the invitation of 
His Excellency the President of the United States, in 
order to assure for all the countries concerned, not alone 
the benefits of peace and progress, but also the blessings 
of right and liberty, which are their most vital concern. 



